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Govt to hear punished scientists

PMO wavers as Madhavan Nair receives sympathy from his peers

NEW DELHI; The Centre on
Sunday said itisready to
hear the views of four scl-
entists, including former
Isro chief Madhavan Nair,
who have been barred from
occupying any government
posts in connection with
the controversiat Antrix-
Devas deal.

“We are ready to hear their
points of view, Let them give
their views,” Minister of State
in Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) V Narayanasamy said.

Asked if there was a move
torevoke the decision, he said:
“How can I say that now. Let
them give their points of view
first.”

The government will con-
sider the version of the scien-
tists, he told PTL

The government had earlier
this menth barred Nair and

three other senior space sci-
entists from all current and fu-
ture government jobs for their
role in Antrix Corporation’s
deal with Devas Multimedia
for leasing out bulk transpon-
ders on two satellites for
faunch of digital multimedia
services. The contract related
to allocation of scarce S-band
space segment to the Banga-
lore-based company.

Taking serious exception to
the move, Prof C N R Rao,
Head of the Scientific Adviso-
ry Council to the Prime Min-
ister, on Saturday said Nair
and three fellow space scien-
tists were “thrown out like
garbage.”

Rao had targeted
Narayanasamy for his report-
ed comments that the govern-
ment decision was taken to
send a strong message to the

scientific community that no
wrongdoing would be tolerat-
ed.

Reacting to the decision, 68-
year-old Nair had hit back at
the government for taking ac-
tion “in violation of principles
of natural justice and tarnish-

“ing the image” of people like
him. He had also accused the
incumbent Isro chief K Rad-
hakrishnan of misleading the
government. Radhakrishnan
has chosen not to react.

The deal was signed during
the tenure of Nair as Isro

_chairman. Nair was also the
moving force behind India's
maiden moon mission, Chan-
drayan L

The government had taken
action after considering a re-
port of the high-powered com-
mittee (HPC) that went into
the Devas deal and that of an-

other panel which examined
the HPC report. The prime
minister on May 31, last year,
constituted a five-member
high-level team under the
chairmanship of former Cen-
tral Vigilance Commissioner
Pratyush Sinha to examine as-
pects of the agreement be-
tween Antrix and Devas,
Following the order, Mad-
havan Nair has stepped down
as chairman of the Board of

" Governors of [IT-Patna.

In reply to a question
whether he planned to move
the court against the govern-
ment order, Nair said that he
had filed an application under
the RTI Act to get a copies of
the order and reports of the B
K Chaturvedi Committee on
the Antrix-Devas deal.

PTI
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Lift ban on 4
scientists:
Nair to PMO

ormer Isro chairman

Madhavan Nair late on
Sunday =said he has
forwarded a representaticn
to the Prime Minister's Of-
fice seeking revocation of
the order banming four sci-
entistsfrom work ing forthe
[Inion gover nment.

The representation fol-
lows povernment's suggest-
ion for the same as an at-
tempt to soothe fraved
nerves after it had penal-
ized four Isro scientists for
the Antrix-Devas contract.

Earlier; the minister of
state n the PMO, V MNa-
rayanswamy, who hascome
in for criticism for his state-
ment that the action
against Isro scientists 1s a
warning to the scientific
commumnity, struck a concil-
iatory note for the govern-
ment saying, “We are ready
to consider representation
fromm the scientists,” P8
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Indian behind alcohol
distillation method

T. SUDHEESH
ALAPPUZHA, JAN. 29

An Indian scientist head-
ed a path-breaking study
that discovered mem-
branes based on the “mir-
acle material” graphene
can be used to distil alco-
hol.

The discovery, widely
reported in the British
media this week, was con-
ducted by a five-member
scientists’ team headed by
Dr Rahul Nair at the
University of Manchester
in the UK. The interna-
tional team also included
Prof. Andre Geim, Nobel
Prize winner in Physics
for 2010. The team created

the membrane from
graphene oxide — a chem-

ical derivative of-
grapheme to distil alcohol.
paper named

“Unimpeded permeation
of water through helium-
leak-tight graphene-based
membranes”, published
on Friday in the Science
Journal, says that
graphene-based mem-
brane blocks passage of
gases and liquids (vacu-
um-tight) but it lets water
through them.

Dr Rahul Nair is a native
of Kuttanperoor in
Alappuzha district,
Kerala, He told this news-
paper via his Internet link
from UK that the team in

the university created
membranes from a chemi-
cal derivative of graphene
called graphene oxide.

He also asserted that
even the most sensitive
equipment was unable to
detect air or any other gas,
including helium, to leak
through as a metal con-
tainer was sealed with the
membrane. “We did all
works as per the instruc-
tion of Prof. Geim who
commented on the study
that the invention of mem-
branes was so unusual
that it could make a new
move to the scientific
innovation being made by
Manchester scientists,” he
told this newspaper.
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India’s 2011 rights record
dismal: Gobal watchdog

MNew York: India’s human rights
record in 2001 got a thumbs down
from aleading global rights group
for 1ts “failure™ to protect vulnera-
ble communities and rapped the
goverrment for custodial killings,
police abuses, mcluding torture,

Human Rights Watch also criti-
cized the Indian povernment for its
maction in repealing the contro
versial armed forces act and for re-
maining silent on the “sravest
abuses™ in countries lilke Syria.

In its World Report 2012, Hu-
man Rights Watch HEW) as-
sessed progress on human rights
during the past year in more than
&0 countries. In India’s cass, HRW
gaid it has been a “disappointing
yvear for human rights”. *“Custo-
dial killings, police abuses mclud-
mg torture, and failure to tmple-
ment  policies  to protect
vulnerable communities marred
India’s record in 2011 as in the

MISSING THE MARK

past,” HRW said.

Asia director at the city-based
organization Brad Adams saidIn-
dia took a few steps to “prosecute
abusive soldiers, undertale need-
ed police reforms, ar bring an end
totorture. Indiamissed chances to
be a leader at the UNSC and Hu-
man Rights Council in protecting
therights of peopleabroad.” HRW
said Indiatock noaction to repeal
the “discredited Armed Forces
Special Powers Act, disregarding
the recommendat ions of political
leaders and advisers,™

We're 125th in
environment index

ndiaranks a low 125 inthe envi-

ronment performance report of
Yale University. “India's low rank on
the 2012 Environmental
Performance Indexshould bea
wake-upcallto leaders at all
levels," said Daniel C Esty, director
ofthe Yale Center for environ-
miental lawe and policy. *Indiafaces
significant pollution controland
natural resource management
challenges and its lagging results
suggestthe need for redoubled
policy efforts across the board,”
Esty zaid. The report hasbeen
produced byYaleand Columbia
universities'researcherswiththe

World Economic Forum. #n

HREW. however, said violence in
J&K dropped during 2011, s/
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DU examiners complain against high marks

New Delhi, Jan. 29: With
unusually high marks
obtained by students in
Delhi’ University's semes-
ter results sparking off
allegations of a “marks
scam”, a group of examin-
ers have written to the
Controller of Examinati-
ons to register their protest
over the “unacademic way
of moderating results”.
The memorandum of
protest, submitted to the
Controller of Examinatio-
ns, says the faulty method
has “diluted” academic
standards and has made a
“mockery” of the evalua-
tion process that was

undertaken seriously and
sincerely by the examin-
ers, )

Earlier, teachers of the
department of Germanic
and Romance Studies had
separately written to the
examination branch, mak-
ing plain their displeasure
and stating that they did
not believe in moderation
of marks across the hoard.

Moderation of marks is a
process of reviewing
assessments to ensure that
grades are awarded consis-
tently and appropriately.
However, the teachers say
it is rare for moderation to
lead to large changes in

marks for many students,
that has apparently hap-
pened this time.

“The results have been
moderated to such an
extent that they are unreal-
istic and defy all logic....
We fail to understand the
method of moderation
adopted this time,” the
memorandum reads.

It says that the process
has raised “serious
doubts” in the minds of
students and teachers alike
about the process.

“We would therefore like
to know the reason why
the university authorities
increased the university

scores of the toppers from
approximately 73 per cent
to 96.6 per cent and 86.6 per
cent in the respective
papers,” they said.

They also pointed out
that the quantum-jump in
marks attained by students
had no bearing to the actu-
al standards observed in
the course of the evalua-
tion process.

“We strongly protest
against this un-academic
way of moderating results
that has diluted academic
standards and has made a
mockery of the evaluation
process undertaken seri-
ously and sincerely by us,”

the letter reads.

Some teachers have
alleged the the unusually
high marks granted to stu-
dents were aimed at justi-
fying the semester system
that was adopted last year
across the board despite
much protest by the teach-
ing community.

“It is rare for moderation
to lead to large changes in
marks for many students.
When it does happen itis a
clear indicator of some .
serious fault in the teach-
ing or evaluation process-
es,” says Abha Dev Habib,
member of Duta executive.

: — PTT
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over high
marks

Evaluation process not
transparent: DU teachers

NEW DELHI, DHNS: A group
of DU examiners has sent a
memorandum of protest to
the controller of examina-
tions over the “highly un-
usual” marks obtained by
students in the recent first
semester exam.

“Theresults have been mod-
erated to such an extent that
they are unrealistic and defy all
Iogxc We do understand that
in certain circumstances it be-
comes necessary to moderate
results at the lower end. How-
ever, we fail to understand the
method of moderation adopted
this time,” said a Miranda
House history professor, who
is also the head of history pa-
per-2. The professor called it a
“marks scamnin the memoran-
dum,

The examiners said such
high markmg pattern has
raised serious doubts in the
minds of students and teachers
alike about the paper evalua-
tion and moderation process.

“Contrary to the under-
standing reached by examiners
that to the best extent possible,
candidates should not be failed
by giving them marks close to
passing marks, alarge number
of students in Course 1 of BA
History (Hons) have scored 27,
28 or 29 out of 75, while the
Ppassing score is 30. These are
not the scores given by exam-
iners. Thus the apprehension
is that the marks of a large
number of students who had
been failed by the examiners
were increased notwith the in-
tention of passing them. The
arbitrary approach is shock-
ing,” she said.

According to Abha Dev
Habib, professor of physics
and member of Dethi Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association, the
devaluation of degrees is due
to the marking pattern of the
first semester exams.

“The marks scam happened
at three levels. Meetings were

”HH”HM”!”['H' HIHH LR
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held in many departments to
unofficially decide a reduced
syllabi for setting exam papers.
The question papers were
made easy as the format of the
papers was changed, giving
students a maximum chanee.
Then the examiners were in-
structed to mark leniently. The
last act was to moderate all
marks similarly,” said Habib,

“Earlier, moderation used to
be done as per the case. This
time, a mindless method of
moderation was done,” added
Habih. The professor also said
marks were inflated by 7 to 8
per cent. “A student of Miranda
House got 98.70 per cent in
Physics (Hons) paper, which is
unheard of,” she said.

The examiners said almost
every paper — they have man-
aged to extract the data —
shows generous gifting of
marks after the initial checking
of the answer sheets, “We want
to know why DU authorities in-
creased the scores of the top-
pers from 73 per cent to 96.6
per cent and 86.6 per cent in
the respective papers,” said an-
other examiner,

Earlier; teachers of germanic
and romance studies depart-
ment had written to the exam-
ination branch, stating that
they did not beheve in moder-
ation of marks across the
board. The office of the con-
troller of examination refused
to comment.



Kenneth Chang

ould the United States es-

tablish a moon colony and

develop a new propulsion
system for going to Mars? All
within eight years of aNewtGin-
grich presidency as Gingrich
promised this week?

The answers seem to be tech-
nologically yes, economically if-
fy and politically very difficult.

The smallest hurdle is tech-
nology. After all, sending astro-
nauts back to the moon by 2020
and setting up a permanent
home there was the goal of the
last Republican president, Ge-
orge W Bush, and Nasa had em-
barked on developing new rock-
ets and spacecraft to accomplish
that. Few doubted that, given
enough money and time, Nasa
would be able toduplicateitssuc-
cess of more than 40 years ago.

A permanent moon base
could adapt technologies used in
building the International Space
Station. Nasa was also develop-
ing an RVlike lunar vehicle
where astronauts could drive
around the surface of the Moon
forweeks atatime,

But money was the problem.

; When the program, known as
Constellation, did not receive as
much financing as originally
promised, development fell be-
hind, pushing up the price tag. A
review of experts concluded that
it would cost $150 billion for Con-
stellationtoreachitsdestination
close to the original schedule,
The Obama administration in-
stead canceled it.

A new Nasa program similar
to Constellation with brand new
rockets would be similarly ex-
pensive, But arecent Nasa study
concluded that the space agency
could use smaller existing rock-

Times Of India ND 30/01/2012

Moon colony may not be mere lunacy

A Permanent Lunar Base Can Be Set Up By Adapting Tech Used In Building ISS

P-17

GIANT LEAP: HOME AMONG THE STARS

‘What'a moon colony would require: s

¥» Rockets capable of carrying
astrorauts and cargo to the
moon. Nasa is developing a new
heavy-lift rocket. Gingrich
suggests smaller existing rockets
couid suffice, But smaller rockets
would make the mission more
complicated because moon-
lander pieces would have to be
assembled in orbit, as was the

. Space Station

» A spacecraft that can land on
the moon. Such 2 craft does not
exist, but no big technology leaps

are needed since Nasa did this
more than 40 years ago when
astronauts landed on the moon.
For a permanent base, a larger
craft would be needed to ferry
the pieces

» Habhitats where the astronauts
would live, Years ago, Nasa
began preliminary designs but
did not progress far before the
programme was canceled. A
commercial company, Bigelow
Aerospace, believes its
technology of inflatable modules

can be adapted for lunar habitats

» Anything built on the moon
would have to withstand the
sharp-edged lunar dust and large
temperature swings, which go
from -129 to +93 degrees Celsius

ets, coupled with fueling stations
in orbit, to reach the Moon with-
inadecade.

A hew propulsion system for
going to Mars would likely call
for reviving old technology —
nuclear-powered rocket engines
that were originally developed in
the 1950s. Nasa has already be-
gun work on nuclear propulsion

— nuclear reactors that provide
continuous thrust — but lacks
the money tofinish.

But Gingrich talked of over-
turning the status quo at Nasa,
pushing to work faster, to accept
greater risks andlet private com-
paniestake thelead role.

“It's not something that
should be mocked or should be

seen as a remote possibility”
said Michael Gold, director of
the Washington office of Bige-
low Aerospace, a private space
company. “The reason this is
both possible and economically
viable is that many of the sys-
temsand technology, if notall, al-
ready exist.”

Bigelow, using technology li-
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censed from Nasa, has plans to
launch two inflatable space sta-
tions, capable of housing 36 peo-
ple, and the same technology
could be scaled up to provide liv-
ing quarters on the moon.

Gingrich proposed setting
asideabout10% of Nasa’sbudget
for prizes, similar to the $25,000
that Charles Lindbergh won for
being thefirsttofly acrossthe At-
lantic, or, more recently, the $10
million X Prize for commercial
spacectraft to rise above the 62-
mile-high edge of space,

Over eight years, this would
create a prize pot of more than
$14 billion. Gingrich suggested
offering a $10 billion prize for the
first venture to make a trip to
Mars, If no one succeeds, tax-
payers pay nothing. If someone
does, $10 billion would be cheap-
e, by a factor of 10 or 100, than
any government-run program.

Large aerospace companies
like Boeing and Lockheed Mar-
tin would likely pass on the
prizes — it would be a tough sell
to investors when the payoff
could be nothing at all —but Gin-
grich’s allies, like Bob Walker, a
former Republican congress-
man from Pennsylvania, believe
that technology billionaires like
Jeffrey Bezos, founder of Ama-
zon.com, and Paul Allen, Micro-
soft’s co-founder, would willing-
ly invest their own money in
hopes of fame, if not fortune.

Whether any of these ideas
could win enocugh political sup-
port is another question, When
Cbhama called for Cotistellation's
cancellation, he proposed Nasa
rely much more on commercial
companies, echoing many of the
Gingrich’s themes. Gingrich
even wrote an opinion piece
laudmg Obama’s proposed
plans. NYTNEWS SERVICE
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Europe is becoming a preferred destination for international
students for its quality education at competitive costs

By Karan Gurta

he unpredictable world econ-

| omy and a more diversity-ori-

ented world today has led In-

dian students to consider countries

other than the US, UK, Canada and
Australia to study abroad.

With many European countries offer-
ing academic excellence at lower costs
and because of simpler visa procedures,
study abroad aspi- g™ s

Times Of India ND 30/01/2012 P-1

rants have found
new destinations
to explore.

The countries in
Europe are di- :
verse and oifer a
range of courses
that are of interest
to Indian stu-
dents. Most of the

countries are safe and welcoming to in-
ternational students. Students who opt
to study in Europe prefer to learn new
languages and enjoy the cultural marvels
and food that countries in Europe offer.

In order to streamline the education
systems in the EU, the Bologna Process
‘was adopted by most of the countries.
After the adoption of the Bologna
Process, students can easily move across
institutions in different countries within
the EU. Also, there is more similarity be-
tween the Amencan and European edu-
cation system and, hence, the education
system is now more global.

“All my fiends are planning to study
in the US. But I am more fascinated with
universities in Spain. I think learning a
new language and being in a university
where there are students from all over

. the world will be a better bet for me,”
says Shridhar Mane, a study abroad
aspirant.

“Italy has always been a centre for
learning historically, and even today it
has a wide range of universities that pro-
vide specialised and quality education.
Architecture, engineering, fashion, de-
sign, food, art history, business manage-
ment and strong research-oriented uni-
versities are some of the most popular
sectors in education, which attract Indi-
an students to Italy while Milan, Tunn,
Florence and Rome are sorme of the man
educaticn centres for international stu-
dents,” says Raul D'Souza, Istituto
Marangoni.

“International students are important
to us. Education today must be about
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warm and welcoming.
Some of the well-
known institutes in
Spain include Universi-
tat de Barcelona, IE
University, Universidad

~ GRAPHICS PRASHANT KUMBHAR

studying with peo-
ple from all over the
world and learning
from each other’s
cultures and experi-
ences. International
students generally 2
work hard and do <
wellinourclasses,” K} A

says William Davila, o
director for intema-

tional relations (Asia) at IE University in
Spain. Another reason why EU universi-
ties prefer international students is be-
cause most international students pay
full tuition fees as compared to local stu-
dents, who can avail of several tuition
grants and federal loans.

Eligibility & Work Rules
For admussions to the Bachelor's degree
programmes, students need to have com-
pleted their class XII. Most universities
will accept the Indian local boards but a
few umversities insist that students have
IB scores or A Level grade exams before
they can be considered for admission;
such universities include Oxford Univer-
sity, Cambridge University, London
School of Economics and IE University.
For admissions to the Master's degree
courses, students generally need to have
a recognised three or four-year Bache-
lor's degree. Some universities may need
the GRE or the GMAT score as well.
While studymg in the EU, students are
allowed to work for a limited duration
(generally 180 half days in a year). How-
ever, in many cases, students may need

Education must be
about studying with
people from all over the
world and leamning from
each other's cultures
and expenences

additional paperwork and the process
may not be easy. Hence, students should
not rely on income from employment
while studying. After graduation, if stu-
dents find a job, it may be possible to get
a work visa. In most cases, students have
to learn the local language in order to find
suitable employment after graduation.

New Destinations

Germany: German public universities of-
fer very low or have no tuition fees. This
makes them affordable for any academi-
cally bright student. Of course, learning
German would make the process of
studying in Germany easier, although
one can find many institutes that teach
m English. Among the leading institutes
in Germany are Ruprecht-Karls-Univer-
sitat Heidelberg, Techmsche Universitét
Miinchen (TUM) and Ludwig-Maximil-
ians-Universitat Munchen (LMU). The
most popular course for Indian students
in Germany is engineering.

Spain: Great weather and inexpensive
education make Spain a preferred place
to study for Indian students. The crime
rates are low and the people of Spain are

‘ A
g, WA

Autonoma de Madrid
and Universitat Pom-
peu Fabra. The popular
courses for Indian stu-
dents include busi-
ness, architecture and
language studies.

Italy: Italy is well
known for its food and
fashion and most Indi-
an students choose
Italy to study fields
such as fashion, food
technology and art.
The government
strictly evaluates the
o institutes to make sure
that the education offered is of highest
quality. The leading universities in Italy
include Umversita di Bologna, Politechni-
co di Milano and Universita di Pisa.
Switzerland: Often described as heaven
on earth and introduced to most of India
through Bollywood numbers, Switzer-
land is a great place for students to pur-
sue courses in hotel management, inter-
national affairs and public management.
The well-known institutes in Switzer-
land include University of Geneva, Uni-
versity of Zurich, University of Lau-
sanne and University of Bern.
Scandinavia: Norway, Sweden and Fin-
land are the new emerging destinations
for Indian students who wish to study
abroad. One of the main reasons why
Indian students choose to study in Scan-
dinavia is because of the safety and
lush green surroundings. Most students
know that Nokia, the world's leading
telecom provider 1s from Finland, giving
the country a reputation of being tech-
nologically advanced. The most popular
courses for Indian students include
technology-telated courses, engineering
and energy management. Some of the
known universities in Sweden are Lund
University, Uppsala University and
Stockholm University, while in Norway
are University of Oslo, University of
Bergen and University of Tromso.

Some of Finland's well-known univer-
sities include University of Kuopio and
Unwversity of Turku. It is important that
students now look at their global op-
tions before deciding on where to study
further. Study your options carefully and
then make an informed decision,

(The wmter is an overseas education consultant)
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MULTIPLE WAYS
OF LEARNING

TmEs NEws NETWORK

oward Gardnet, founder of
H the theory of ‘multiple intelli-

gences' is m India. A profes-
sor of cognitive psychology at the
Harvard Graduate School of Educa-
tion, 30 years ago, Gardner brought
about a radical change in the way
the world locked at classroom
learning. It redefined mntelhigence in
a way that was not only revolution-
ary, but also an eye-opener.

A wrorld that was used to treat-
ing intelligences as a singular con-
glomerate — the presence or ab-
sence of it determining a child's in-
telligence — was sengitised to a
definition, a 'set’ of critena for
what counts as an intelligence and
data that supports the plausibility
of ‘each’ individual intelligence.

As far as multiple intelligences is
concerned, how does a teacher
identify a student's strengths?
First, Gardner advises teachers to
take students to a children’s muse-
um a few times (or to a playground
with multiple games) and watch
them. This will complement what
you observe in class, he says.

Secondly, he suggests, students,
their parents, and if pogsible their
last vear’s teacher, be given a que-
stionnaire about their strengths, To
the extent that all three report the
same strengths and weaknesses,
teachers are on a safe ground. *I
don't trust self reports uniess they
are corroborated,” he adds.

SLOT PLOT

If you know that somebody is go-
ing to be a great dancer when they
are five, should you create culture
palaces where they just leam to
dance? Gardner says, “It is a value
judgment. A scientist can't tell you
what to do. If you want your coun-
try to win the Olympics, you may

$
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Individuals have
many talents that can
be of use to society

HOWARD GARDNER.
HARVARD GRADUATE 8CHQOL OF
EDUCATION

choose to put every five-year-old
who is a good racer in a school
where you just do racing. But, if
you have a different value system,
maybe yvou should not put people
into pigeon holes when they are
five.” Gardner reiterates his theory
can reinforce the idea that individ-
uals have many talents that can be
of use to society; that a single mea-
sure 15 inappropriate for determin-
ing graduation, etc; and that im-
portant matenals can be taught in
many ways, thereby activating a
range of intelligences.

On the future of learning, Gard-
ner says that digital media has
brought about a revolution. *To-
day, not only can people learn at
home with their device, but learn-
ing has the scope to be more indi-
vidualised. Also, there are many
ways to teach and learn. That is
where multiple intelligences have
opened things up,” he adds,

The 'Howard Gardner India
Tour’ is bemng hosted by iDiscoveri
Education, an education innovation
company focussed on learning and
leadership.

- With mputs from the
Mindfields journal
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UK schools woo
Indian students

Diptiman Dewan' THN

ill nowr it has been
universities and colleges from

overseas sending delegations
to woo Indian students for higher
education. In a new trend, a
delegation of headmasters of UK
independent boarding schocls arecna
vizit to India to explore the growing need of parents with
means, willing to provide quality education to their children
even though it comes at a cost.

A significant increase in the number of enguiries from
parents in India about school and secondary education in
the UK in the recent past was what prompted the visit. For
education that costs a premiwm, between £20 000 and
£66 000 a yvear, it came as a surprise to the visiting
delegation that more than two-thirds of the parents they
met in Mumbai and other parts of the country were not
worried about affordalbility.

“What they want iz, like a parent aptly mentioned, ‘to
enable our children to ke able to create a better future for
themselves than leave them an inheritarce,'" says Julie
Dowling, headimistress, Abbots Bromlew School.

A significant increase in enquiries about
gchool and secondary education in the
UE prompted a visit of a delegation of
headmastars of UK independent boarding
schools to India

Caitriona Redding, head of intemational admissions,
Oundle School, says that besides proficiency in English and
in science and mathematics, what schocls look for is also
talent in a child which might not be fully formed and also
not necessarily academic — like dance or arts.

Wlark Heywood, headmaster, The Royal Wolverhampton
School, says that his schocol already has six students from
India, four hailing from Punjab and two from rural
Rajasthan. “Parents in India understand that children will
get a global perspective and build future contacts when
they study in schools that house children from as many as
23 nationalities, " he says.

He adds that similarities in education between India and
UE, from similar eurriculum and high aspirations of parents,
to teachers wanting to give their best for each child, are
many. State-of-the-art facilities and advanced technology,
besides multiculturalism that a student is exposed to in
these schools, help him/er in making the transition to the
new envirocnment smoother.

What the members of the consortium are also looking at
are partnerships and collaborations for pupil and teacher
exchanges with premier Indian schools 1o provide a first-
hand exposure and enable knowledge exchange.

Page 12 of 15
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VINEET JOSHI, chairman, Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), talks

to Vishakha Sharma on what the board has in store for students

How many schools come under the
CBSE at present and what is the student
strength in class X and XII?

There are around 12,300 schools that
come under CESE out of which 150
schocls are from outside India. In class X,
there are 11 lakh students and eight lakh
in class XIL

What are the recent developments in
the CESE?

CESE-affiliated schools will now also
have to be accredited by the

board. Affiliation is different from
accreditation. For example, by

being affiliated to CBESE, schools

are entitled to the necessary
infrastructure as per the board's

norms and can teach courses that

are offered by the board. But as to how a
school is using the available
infrastructure or if the course being
taught is satisfactory or not, comes under
accreditation, which will help parents
and stakeholders to ascertain the
strengths and weaknesses of the school.
The process of accreclitation has already
started and we hope to complets it by the
end of this year.

Parents' engagement is
important because they
ale a resolrce whose
advice and feedback
would be beneficial

What is yvour agenda for 20127

Our main agenda for the year is to
increasingly involve parents and engage
therm in planning new initiatives. We
want their support and feedback. Parents’
engagement is important because they
area big resource whose suppert, advice
and feedback would be beneficial.

What kind of flexibility does the board
offer to students?
Apart from offering a subject combina-
tion of their choice, we are planning to
convert the end-ternm practical exams be-
fore the board examinations into either
gquarterly or six-monthly. This is to help
get students more interested in the
practicals; with just ones practical exam
at the end of the year, students do not
take it seriously and focus mainly on
theory. With the introduction of a num-
ber of practical exams through-
out the year, students will un-
derstand the importance and
take them seriously, which will
help them. Although this idea is
in its planning stage, we plan to
implement it soon.

What are the concessions available for
differently-abled students?

We believe that every child in his or her
own way is unique and important. This
is one of the main reasons why we decid-
ed to not segregate students with dis-
abilities from the rest.

The CESE has taken a few steps to
eliminate the segregation. We have de-
cided to replace the word disabled for
different. This way, a student won't feel
segregated and will learn better. 3/he
would also integrate better with other
students.

Another recent development is that
CESE is allowing differently-abled stu-
dents to take science as a subject if they
wish to. This was not allowed earlier
since there are practical exams involved
in this subject. But from 2012 cnwards,
for the first time, students of class XI will
be able to take science as their subject.
Ag for exams, a multiple-choice question
paper will be set for these children. From

AT A GLANCE
® There are 12,300 CBEE schools out of
which 150 are from outside India

® [0 class ¥, there are 11 lakh students
and eight 1akh students in class ¥1I

As far as CBSE is concerned, students
should go for it because:
1. It offers them a lot of flexibility and
does not limit their choice
Z. The content of the CBSE curriculum
iz updated every year by a subject
committes, which meets anmually to keep
the syllabus on a par with the current
scenario and weed out outdated syllabi
3. CBESE also offers offbeat subjects like
Chinese language, mass media, geo-
spatial techniques, among many
others, as electives

What are the options for CBSE
students if they want to change
their hoard?

If a student decides to change his
board after class X, s/'he has to
appear for class X board exam in
. order to get the required
certificate. However, if a student
wishes to continue in CESE till
" class XII, he has to appear for
* class XII board exam directly.

In India, where the classroom size
is generally large, how successful is the
CCE programme?

Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE) was started for
students’ progress. Teachers are trained

@ Parents' engagement in the board's
activities is CEEE's main agenda

# Differently-abled students can take
soience as a subject now

2013, students from class XII, too, would
be a part of this new development.

Why sheould students choose CBSE over
other boards?

Students should choose a board that of-
fers a good academic grounding along
with other co-curricular activities to
make them all-rounders. They should not
choose a board thinking it's tougher or
easier than others.

to identify the strengths and weaknesses
of students and then guide and motivate
them to do well. It does not mean that
one teacher has to deal with each and
every student, spending hours.

They have to understand their
psychology by dividing them into small
groups and then guide them accordingly.
The CBSE is training the teachers and
they are responding well to the training
and requirements of the CCE.
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« therature cinema will be the theme of New Delhi World Book Fair”

M

We need to have more
directors who make films
adapted from literary novels,
National Book Trust Director
M.A. Sikandar tells
Madhur Tankha

Smce Indian cinema is

celebrating its centenary
this year, the National Book
Trust has decided to have *
literature and cinema as the
theme of “New Delhi World
Book Fair” that opens in the
Capital next month. NBT

Director M. A. Sikandar feels
the theme is appropriate for
the biennial event as the two
fields are closely
interconnected.

“More than the issue of
books inspiring the

. filmmakers, we at the NBT

are interested in taking stock
of the status of research and
documentation that has
happened in various parts of
the country and published as
books in the area of film
studies,” he says. The NBT
Director is aware of the fact
responsibility towards
society. We need to have
more directors who make

that Bollywood film-makers
have been criticised for
borrowing stories from
successful ventures,
resulting in remakes of
classics like the most
watchable Hindi film
“Sholay” and “Agneepath”
that gave Amitabh Bachchan
achance to win “National
Film Award for Best Actor”
for his scintillating
performance of a mafiadon.
“Film-makers need to
profit from their movies but
they must not forget their

. films adapted from literary

novels, I know it is not easy
negotiating with authors but

T)Q

wmg:

National Book Trust Director M.A. Sikandar

we still have exceptions --

‘Aamir Khan’s ‘3 Idiots’was

adapted from Chetan *

Bhagat’s novel ‘Five Point
Someone — What Not to do at
T.”

Noting that current lot of
filmmakers in the Hindi film
industry are voracious
readers, Sikandar says: “We
need to understand that ¢
filmmakers come from
different backgrounds. When
we read their biographies,
autobiographies and
‘memoirs, we quite often
come across instances where
their persona and
perceptions have been
defined by the reading of
varjous kinds of books. For
NBT our mandate is '
significant and something we
would wish to underline and
communicate to the young

AAJ SAMAJ ND 30.1.12 P-4
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generation.” Sikandar says
he is not qualified to give a
satisfactory answer on how
literature has influenced
Hindi cinema from the days
of Raj Kapoor to his
grandson Ranbir Kapoor.
“Well, that is for the film
crities to throw light on. T

- would only say that through

this type of theme, we are
trying to find connection
between apparently
different worlds. We will try
to explore whether cinema
has influenced our literary
sensibility.” Sikandar is
optimistic that bibliophiles
would love reading
books that have some
connection with the
cinema. “Our National
Youth Readership
survey tells us that
nearly 30 per cent of
young readers are keen
on reading biographies
of personalities from
all walks of life.
Secondly, a lot of
serious literature on
film and culture
studies, scriptwriting,
film and television
production is available
and has a good reader -
base.” “Reading habits
cannot be inculcated or
promoted in isolation.
Ultimately books have
to be a part of our
lifestyle and for that to
happen intellectuals
and thinkers of the
book world need to
interact with those
from other walks of life
like cinema, art and
sports. In any case, by
taking up such themes,
we are able to
underline how the
world of books
permeates every field
of activity as without
books no human
activity can stand on its

own,” he says.

Bollywood is certainly
bigger in size than other
cinemas, but NBT has made
efforts to represent books on
regional cinemas too. “We *
will have over 350 books on
Hindi and regional cinema at
‘World Book Fair’. There will
also be screenplays of old
classics, memoirs of film-
makers, encyclopaedias of
cinema, including books on
Satyajit Ray, Balraj Sahani
and Dada Sahab Phalke.
Besides books highlighting
Bollywood films, we will also
have literary books that will
point out the tremendous
impact of regional cinema on
our social and cultural life.”

During the entire duration
of the book fair that begins
on February 25 and
concludes on March 4,
Bollywood actors will be
visiting the fair. They will
also make valuable
suggestions while
participating in workshops
on different subjects related
to literature and films. “We
are also in talks with Jamia
Millia Islamia’s Mass
Communications
Department because we
want to make debates in the
book fair more academic-
oriented. Besides film
personalities, we will have
film critics, students of
cinema and media
personalities in these
debates.”

Set up in 1957, the
National Book Trust, India,
seeks to inculcate book
culture at Jocal, regional and
national levels. It has grown
exponentially, becoming the
biggest book fair in the Afro-
Asian Region.

This year, the book fair is
expected to attract more
foreign exhibitors and
delegates than in all its
previous editions.
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